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An Epiſtle to Friends, ſhewing the great Dif- 
ference between a Convinced Eſtate, and a 
Converted Eftate; And between the Profeſ- 

 fenofthe Truth, and the Poſeſsion thereof, 
with the Comfort and ſweetneſs to the 
Soul it Aﬀordeth, &c. 


Ince the Dawning of the Heavenly Day and living Ap- 
pearance of the pure God, and Riſing of his Glorious 

Son by his Light, Grace and Hely Spirit , many have 
been called and Convinced of the Truth and way of God, 
what it is, and how they might walk therein : This Know- 
ledge hath been given to many, of God in and through Jeſus, 
Chriſt, his Son, by his Light, Grace and Holy Spirit put and 
placed in the Hearts and Conſciences of the Sons and Daugh- 


- ters of Men. 


Now that which the Lord requires thereby, is Obedience 
and Faithſulneſs thereunto, according to the Knowledge fo 
given, which is to deny Self, and take up and willingly bear 
the Croſs of our Lord Feſs Chriſt, which Crucifies to the 
World,and the World to then with all its vile Aﬀections and 
Luſt; theſe come to know not only a Couvinced Eſtate, but 
a Converſion in their Hearts and Souls, 

Now the Counſel of God, that in my Heart and Soul re- 
mains, in Bowels of trae Love, Tenderneſs and Compalſlion, 
and as a Faithful Warning alſo unto all ſuch, who have re- 
mained (whether many Years, or few) under 2 Comvincement, 
or in a Convineed Eſtate, is, That you carefully and in true 
fear yicld pure Obedience unto God, according to the Knowledge 


' be bath given you by his pure Light, Grace and Holy Spirit ;, be- 
ing no Sacrifice ſhort of this, doth find Acceptance with him: | 


who by the ſame lets yotf ſee, and accorvingly teaches you 
what you ſhall deny your ſelves in: What you mult part —_ 
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- (a) 
and forſake ? What you ſhould do, and what yon ſhoul& not 
in order to your Converſion : and Santthification. 

I fay, as having a Streſs upon my Spirit, in the Love of 
God unto all you, ,as before; Ticld Obedience unto God accors 
ding to the Knowledge Lyon have received from him, and do no 
longer ſatisfie your ſclves, nor ſpeak Peace to your ſelves, 
becanſe you are Covinced of the Truth, and becauſe you 
know the Tr»th and -Way of God, what it is, and ſo make a 
Profeſſion thereof ; think not that this' Knowledge wilt ſerve 

your. tura to juſtifie. you in the ſight of God, 
Heb, 5.8. ſhort of Obedience... For Chriſt himſelf, though 
he was the Son of God, he learned Obedrence; 
and how much more ought the Sons and Daughters of Men 
learn Obedience, though never ſo Rich, Wiſe, Great and 
Potent in the -Werkd, or never ſo much Accounted of a- 
mong the Sons and Daughters bf Men : That fo: throngh 
Obedience to. .the known Wil and requirings of -God; - you 
may come to feel and be ſenſible of the work of his Power 
and Holy Spirit in your Hearts , there to Change you, to 
work, and Convert you into the nature of Truth ,. to the - 
bearing of the Heavenly Image thereof : . The working of 
which, as it's truly waited for and kept to ( viz.) the Power, 
begets fear towards God, leaft ſuch ſhould diſobey him, or 
ume his good Spirit ;-and ſo effefts Brokenne(s and: Ten- . 
erneſs of Heart and Spirit before the- Lord, and works in-. | 
to lowlineſs of mind in carriage and” Behaviour before all - 
people ; ſofcens the hard Heart, brings down the high mind, 
and proud and lofty Spirit, and ſubjets the ſtiff-and unruly 
will and Nature. And they who come to know this Work . 
wrought in them, in erder to their Converſion, come to know 
itin and under, and after their being ſo Convinced, they + 
muſt and do come to know it through Fudgement,. which they. . 
muſt love, and paticatly dwell in, if ever they.come-to- - 
know a Converted Eſtate, . Through the ſame ( to wit Judge- 
m:#t ) be ſet up and. kindled in their hearts as a Fire, and - 
know the Word of God as a Sword and Hammer , yet not- 
withſtanding it muſt be loved: For ſo ſaid the Prophet ; . 


Haw ds 1 love thy Fudgement : And CHriſt ſaid, 1 will not _ ; 


% 
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tar bruiſed R eed, nor quench the [moaking Flax,. untill Fudgement 
be brought forth unto Yifory. 

So have a Care ( all, who are Convinced, and do make a 
Confeſſion to, and Profeſſion of the Truth) of preſuming upon 
the Mercies of the Lord in your Diſobedience,and flying Fudg- 

.. ment, or that which Judgeth you becauſe of your Diſobedience, 
and flying the Croſs. 

For F«dgement , you muſt either know and love, and pa- 
tiently dwell in and keep to, or elſe your hard Hearts you 
can nevcr know Coxveried and Changed ; and the Word of 
God asa ſharp two edged ſword, that will cauſe pain in your 
Bowels, and beget Godly ſorrow in you to bring you to'true 
Repentance, by weeping and mourning for your Diſobedieace, 
you mult eithcr know and loye, orelſethe Firft- Born in you 
can never come to ,be ſlaiz, which is that Life in that Na- 
ture, that you have lived after the Fleſh in doing and have» 
ing your own Wills, in fulfilling your own Hearts Luſts ; 
and the Word of God asa Fire, you muſt either know and 
love, and patienily dwell in, and Judgement to be ſet up 
and executed in your Hearts, or elſe yon can never know the 
Combuſt able matter there Conſumed; the Bryars and the Thorns, 
the Love.of the World , the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of 
By the Eye, the Pride.of Life, the Cares of the World which is 

ſaid to Choak the good Seed , as tothe coming of it up in its 
- Growth, inthe Hearts of People. I thus ſet forth nnto you 
that the way of your Redemption out of Captivity and 
Spiritual Bondage, and to come to a Converted Eſtate mult 
be in and through Judgement, and that as by a Fire and Ham- 
mer, or Sword, think it not hard; for 1's the right Docr. . 
to come in by to receive Mercy from the Lord's, Hand ; of 
whom it's ſaid, He mixes mercy with judgement, ( but then the 
Jadzement muſt be owned.) And though many. are they ia 
numb:r, that are living Witneſſes, this has been the Way. 
; - ofthedealings of God with their Souls; and it was to theny. 
i and to you in the Offers of it, Gods free Love, in and through. 
*3* Jeſus Chriſt his Son, who ſaid : For Judgment 
l am come into the World; and all judgement is Jokyn 5. 22.. 


committed vnto bim, 


50 ;, 


So now all ye, who remain in a Convinced Eff ate, and 
live and at contrary to that which Convinceth you, ye 
ſhould not there remain in Diſobedience : for ye may ſee 
(if ye will bur turn to your- minds in fear towards God ) 
the great Difference between a Convinced Eſtate, and a Con- 
wverted Fftatr. For the Hearts, Souls and Spirits of thoſe 
thatareturn'd $0 God in Righteouſneſs, and ſo truly Cor 
vertedand changed, and have known a Paſſing from Death 
unto Life the way I have ſhewed you, they are Broken-hearted, 
Lowly-minded, and in their Souls and Spirits there remains a 
true Tenderneſs ; and ſuch are concerned to ſet a watch before 
their Lips daily,that they way not offend with their Tongues! 
and not only in Words but in Aftjons; and that they ma 
live the life of Truth they make profeſſion of. And it's 
ſuch that grows in Grace and Saving knowledge, and that 
proſper in their Gfrs given unto them of the Free-giv:r (who 
fear him always )and that to his Praiſe and Glory, and their 
remaining Comfort and Souls ſweet SatisfaQion. 

And therefore is it, that the Hearts of the !7uly Converted 
are fitted and prepared by the power of God to offer Offerings 
and Sacrifices unto him, that find Acceptance with him. 

But the Hearts of the Convinced, that live in Diſobedience, 
and are not willing to bear the daily Croſs, nor come under 
Judgement, are not ſo, butare hard ; and their minds high, 
not Subje& to the Yoke of Chriſt, nor willing to bear his 

burthen ; and yet can ſatisfie your ſelves in com- 

Exch, 33.31. ing 4s the People come, and fit as God's people ſit 
| in their Meetings and Aſſemblies , and lhe zo 

| ' hear thy Words ( as the Lord ſaid by the Prophet ) but will not 
. do them; and thois art unto them, ſaith the Lord , as a lovely 

' Song, as -one that bath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well upon 
an Inſtrument ; and they ſhew forth much love with their Months; 
but their hearts go after their Covetenſneſs. Therefore let 
theſe things be as Warnings unto you, all that only remain in 
a Coxvinced Eftate, and bear Profeſſion of the Truth, ſhort of 
the Poſſeſſion thereof : and take warning be- 

Prov. 6. 23. times, receive Counſel and giveear to inſtruci- 
cp. 15, IO, on, and own reproof, for it is the Way of 
Life, before Death ſeize upon you, that _ 
, ay 
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ſtay no Man -or womans time nor leiſure to Repent, and 
Amend their wayes and doings; leaſt that day and Hour 
come upon you, asa Thief in the night, that you, Tike the 
foolih Virgins, are not aware of. And then you finding 
your ſelves not ſitted and prepared to go hence, be made to 
cry upon-your Death-Bedz,. when time that you had, is ſpent 
(in forgetfulneſs of God , and the many warvings you have 
had ) Lord, open to #s | But if you put off the day aud time 
of the amendment of your ways and doings untill then , you 
know aforehand, what will be the Anſwer you muſt have 
iven you: Firſt The Door of Mercy will be 
againſt you, that have not loved Judge- Matth. 25, 
ment in your Life-time; and the Anſwer will 10, 11, 12. 
be, Depart from me I know you not. 
I Called and Cried, but ye woul4 not htar ; - and therefere you 
all call andcry, but I will not Anſwer. Oh! how long has 
the Lord Called and Cried, and Knockt at the Door of your 
Hearts, and ſtriven with you by his good Spirit , as by au 
Immediate Hand, who wouldeften thereby have retained you 
from your backſlidings and unfaithfulneſs, and Difobedience; 
who hath not been ſevere in marking what you have done 
amiſs, and therefore you have preſumed upon his pati- . 
ence and long-ſuffering ( Do ſano more, that*s Chriſts Leſſon) 
And ſometimes when, becauſe of the Long-ſuffering of God 
to you ward, it hath entred your Hearts to conſider, how juſt 
it might have been with him, to have Cat you off long ere now 
in his wrath for your Di/obedience ! No doubt, but ſometimes 
you have made Yows and Promiſes in Your ſelves, You would 
0 ſd no more, as heretofore you had done: And after all this 
Yr want of watchfulneſs over the outgoings of your minds, 
and for want of taking true beed unto the ſhinings ofthe pure + 
Light of Feſus Chriſt that diſcovered your State agd Conditi- 
on to you, 4s it was, and for want of keeping the fear of the 
Lord before your Eyes,the Enemies of your Souls with his old 
Baits in the fair proffers of them you have again Entred his 
Temptation, and ſo have ſinned and rebelled againſt, and 
contrary to the ſtriving of his good Spirit, the Sp'ric of 
Truth, and Contrary to his pure Counſel, the Light, wherein 
thetrye power is received to reſi the wick: one —_ his .. 
VICES, 
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Devices, who” believe therein, .and * keep 

Fohn 3. 19. thereto! which pure Light will for ever be 

the Condemnation of thoſe that do not love it, 

and that are not willing to bring their deeds to it, that they 

may be manifeſt whether they are wrought in 

Fobn 3.21. God or no; - for all the Children of the Lighe 
and of the Day bring their Deeds to It. 

And befides the many Fiſtations of Gods Love to yon by an 
immediate Hand, by the ſtrivings of his good Spirit in your | 
Hearts, or at the Door of your Hearts'; Othe Labour, Tra- 
vel and Exerciſe of God's Servants, Miniſters, and Meſſengers, 
with which they have beenattended, and welghtily concern-= 
ed, many times both in Body and Spirit in theta Teſtimonies, 
in Love, good will and true Tenderneſs for the good of your 
immortal Souls. And yet notwithſtanding the Lords great 

and large Love to you, Firſt in calling you by 
Titus.2. 11, his Grace out ofthe World, and the ways and 
I2. dead Worſhips and Forms of it, and in it, and 
his giving you a Knowledge of his Will arid 
Mind thereby, that you might learn Obedienceaccordingly ; 
and notwithſtan Jing the ſtriving of his Holy Spirit in order 
to bring you thereunto ; together with the great Labour, Tra- 
vel and Pains, that the Servants of Chrjſt have been willi 
to take, and Travel many Hundreds.of Miles over Sea an 
Land, through Difficulties and various Exerciſes, willingly 
leaving behind them whatſoever is near and dear unto them, 
or never ſo good and lawful in it ſelf, for the good of your 
Souls, wit! the reſt of God's People, yea, inlove to all Peo- 
ple ; in and through all which the Love of Ged has been and 
is largely held forth unto you. And yet notwithſtanding 
all this, and much more that might be mentioned, hath it not 
proved the unhappineſs of too many of you Profeſſing the 
the Truth, that are not gome to poſſeſs the ſame, becauſe of 
your unfaichfulneſs, that you have requited both the Lord and 
his Servants Evil for Good,zand have choſen your own way,and 
followed the Counſel of your own Hearts Luſts, being «n- 
' Converted, and ſpoken Peace to your ſelves.in a polluted reſt ? 
And are not ſome of you too much like thoſe the Lord ſpeaks 
of by the Prophet Exckjc!, when he ſaid, Son of —_— 
C?1ares 
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Children of thy People are ſtill talks g againſt thee by the Walk ard 
in the Doors, ſaying one t6 another, and every man to bis Brother, 
1 pray you, let us hear the Word that cometh forth from the mouth 
of the Lord + Which although, as I have hinted, they confeſſed 
.unto, and ſeemingly liked to hear, yer they were not willing 
.to do accordingly. And when this cometh to paſs ( and it will, 
. ſaith the Lord) they ſhall know there hath been a Prophet among | 
them. 
Methinks it ſound? in my Ears as theugh they ſpake 
. mockingly or in deriſion, Scorn or diſlike againſt the Prophet; 
and it were well if this proved not the Eſtate and Condition 
. of too many Profeſſing Trath in our day ! But I fear and have 
' a Godly Jealouſie, and have ſeen and felt to much of it, in 
my Travels and various Exerciſes, that there are too many 
that undervalue and diſ-eſteem the Labour and Travel of Gods 
Sewvams, Miniſters. and Meſſengers, yea, the very Ancient and 
Elder Brethren, as well as the Younger, except they appear 
as theſe that are very Wiſe and Eloquent (though in the Life 
and Power ) and by a proud, diſdainfull Lordly Spirit, that 
"its of an Earthly Savour, are often buſying themſelves, and 
Whiſpering, and tatling and talking againſt Faithful Brethren, 
" that have born the burthen in the Hear of the Day. Andif 
you can but eſpy any Failure or Weakneſs ( as you think) in 
or by any of them, though but one of a Thouſand, as to what 
you-will rake Liberties to. your ſelves to do, and yet Juſtifie 
© your ſelves therein, -though readily J«dgeand Cendemn them 
' Do not you think thereby to Cover your Iniquity and Diſobe- 
-dience: For I muſt tell you in Love and true Tendernefſs, 
| you will find your ſelves greatly miſtaken & deceived by the 
Enemyof your Senls ; who through Wis Subrilty perſwades 
you to believe his Lyes, and that in the day and time of your 
Accourt : For according to the Deeds done in your own Bo- 
* dys;or by your ſelves, fo muſt your reward be, whether ty 
be good or evil. | IF 
Why t-/kedihe People that ſar as Goa"s People did, againſt 
"the Prophet in his Time ? Was it for any other thing 
| than /peaking the Werdsef the-Lord? What do.ſome in our day 
ſpeak and talk one to apather againſt the Servants of Chriſt 
, 


as though ( in their account ) if every 6ne appears not in 
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their Teſtimony 33 an Fye or a Hand,they muſt have'no pee 
in the Work of. God ; bnr are ciitoff and thrown away, in 
' their Judgement ? . Is it now any more than in the Prophets 

"time ? is it for anv thing elle, bat becauſe thoſe that have 
the Word now, muſt ſpeak it in_Faichfulneſs unto all that ſuch 

Ne is 1paken againſt? And are they counted Ene= . 
Galat..4. 16. mites therefore by fome ? As Paul 14id, that - 

-  beſſed Apoſtle in his time. Oh ? when will 
your minds Chinge ! when will your Hearts be rent andren- 
d-1*d to the hambvling of you under tie Conlideration of 
thiſe tiing-! And not fo toabiſe your own Mercies, or the 
Mercies and Ja'ge loving Kindneſles of the Lord thus held 
fo.th and continued unto you ! why is Wit, why is Wiſden in 
the Man's part , Wealth and the Srrengzh of mans Reaſon fo 
much accounted of, and ſuch ſoEſteemed, and others mote 
ſimpte undervalued ? - And why is the S1p/iciry of the Gaſpel 
ſo trodden down and run over by too many in the overlineſs? 
Do not you ſe, and will you not Conſider, how the Lord has 
and wil confound the wiſdom of the Wiſe, «nd bring to nothing 
the underſtanding of the Prudent ones, who exalt them- 
felyes thereby ? For he giveth more grace to the humble, 
and will exalt the Man of low Degree; and ſuch ſhall be 
Abaſed. 

Thie bleſſed Apoſtle came not with: enticing Words of Mens 
w;/dqw, neither the words that Mens Wiſdomteacheth ; butin 
the Demonſtration of the Power and Spirit of God : So they 
that exalt themſelves, though never ſohigh in words, excellent 
ſpeeches, and Scholeſtick Terms, and though they be never To 
much ccied up, the Lord will, as he has done, Caft down ſuch; 
as by woful Experience too muckit is to. be ſeen by thoſe that 
by a light airy ſpirir, notwithſtanding their words haye floa- 
ted above the pure ſimplicity of the Goſpel. So all keep low, 
and there is ſafety. | 

What do ſome under a Profeſſion of the Truth, though out 
of the Poſſeſſton thereof, and'Life and Prattice of the Tame, 
think themſelves ſo ſecure, that becauſe of Eaſe, Peace and 
Liberty (though bit outward) haye' and do To.continne, there 
is no ſuch need of Dilizefte an Faithfulnefs towards Got; 
ang as thovgh it were” afforded that they might ſeek n- 

| : eaves - 
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ſelves, and ſerv? themſelves. a+ ot uſe of thejr time to 
grow Rick and Greer in the World, and as though this Day 
wouid Rtiil4aft ro luch unf4i hful ones: Oh, Irtell you Nay, 
you dec.ive your ſelves therein: For God hath determined to 
Viiit this Nation, and the People thereof as by a R:d and a 
Screrpe, bacaude of the fins 2.d Ah2>minations thereof: For 

his Soul is vexed, and his Holy Spirit is grieved even into 

Wrath, and ſore Oilpleaſure. . And you that 

Rm. 1. 18, makea Pro/e{iox of his Name,and not in Truth 

and Riziteo :ſneſs, who ſow to the Fleſh and 

not unto the Spirit,do not think ro eſcape the Fad 7ement with- 

cut 4 timely Repentance: for you are neicher one with that 

of God in your felves,nor in Unity with his People; and in the 

Execution of h15 Righteous Jadgement upon tliis Nation you 

will be found in the Outer Corr, tobe trodet vn!:r the foot 

of the Gentiles, And yet votwithſtanding, 

Revel. 11.2. whatſoever the Lord ſees gook co bring to 

paſs in the Earth, as he always had, he hath 

ſtill a way and place to preſerve his faithiul Ones, as ina City 

within the Gate. witiin the Door, whoſe Vaills is Salvation, 

or asthoſe that know Salvatzon jor Walls and Bulw3rks. So 

ſtay not behind in careleſne/s, neither abide any longer in the 

outer Court, though ſeemingly you may enjoy Ea/e, peace and 

ſulneſs for a time, Troable and Perplexicy will overtakeall ſuch, 
So make good ule o: the time, the Lord in loveand mercy 

may yet afford you, and ftrive with diligence and fear to get 

within the Wall iito the Inner Cort, that is, into, the Life, 

into the Power, into the Poſſeſſion of the Truth, you make Pro-" 

Feſſisn of, or elſe you will be left behind, liaolz to bz deſtroyed 
by the D ſproyer, and devoured by the D:v0urer. Ten you ſhall 


remember, tat I with many of Ged?s faickful Servants, have 


given you a Faithful Friendly Waraing, 

Now throughall theſe things you may ſee, thatare ferions 
and Conſiderate, the great and vaſt Difference becween a 
Convinced Eſtate, and a Converted Eſtate, and between the 
Prefeſſion of the Truth barely, and the-Poſſifſor thexenf. For 
the Profeſſor of the Truth .in words, out of the Life an1 
'Bradtice, is dry, barren and empty, and unſeniible of Liz 
in44heir Souls, out, of the K.uirh that gives Yiikory; Wells mich- 
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ont Water, Clouds without Rain, minding Eartlily things more 
then heavenly ; Reprobate Sibver (hall men call them, who be- 
cauſe of their Extraordinary love to, and gaping after the 
World in too much love thereunto, more than to God, his 
Truth and People, or for the good of their own Souls. . For 
if ome thac profeſs the Truth, were but as much concerned 
in faithfulneſs to God, and for the good of their own Souls, 
ir order to win Heaven and the Silvation thereof,as they are 
concerned for the Earth, and to heap up Riches they know 
not for whom, well might it be with many as to their Eter- 
nal Happineſs. : 

But being that ſuch are many times,more concerned for 
-*the Aſſurance of the Terreſftial, than the Celeſtial ( viz. ) 
more for the Earthly than the Heavenly, hence it is, that al- 

though ſuch prefeſs the Truth and the worſhip ' of God 

- amongſt his poopie, they grow very indifferent about the per- 
formance of it - For they can ſcarce find any time ts come 

to Meetings, but on the Firſt Day, What differ theſe from 

the Profeſſor and Prophane in the World ? Let ſuch ſay ſo'ro 
themſelves, and- amend their ways and doings. . And when 

ſuch do come to Meetings, * its too apparent where their 
Treaſures, and' their Hearts are with it, to wit, in the 
Earth : And ſo\their minds and heads are pulPd down- ward, 
by reaſon of the weight of it upon them. And hence it is, 
that ſuch are Dead, D-y, Sottiſh, Careleſs and Sleepy in Meet- 
 #ngs, which ſheweth forth the coldneſs-of their love to God- 
ward, his Truth and P:ople, and worthy Namte of the Lard; 
and how unconcerned they are for the Management of the 
Afﬀairs and concerns of Truthin Men and Womens Meetings, 
and neglect Week-day- Meetings, And yet none readier than 
ſuch to Judge and Cenſure thoſe that are faithful , diligent 
and laborious, and wholly devouted, what in them lies, to 
ſerve the Lord, his Truth and People, both'im managing and 
maintaining the Afﬀairs and Concerns of Truth. This is the 
Trick of'all 1dlers, that would Ear, but will not Work'them 
ſelves, | to judge and find many Fanlts with them that are dili- 
gent in ther Labonr and Concern ; which maketh the Labor 
and Travel of God's faithful Servants, that have his Work 
to do, and hisWord to ſpeak, ſometimes hard and uncaſte, 
; becauſe 
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becanſe often. the Work is ki Þ., and the Labourers but few: 
$q it mult needs lie heavy upon ſome, though cenſoriouſly 


- « Judzed for their Pains. Howbeit, notwithſtanding ſoine in 


vur day, as the m__—_ in his time, Labour in vain, and ſpend 
ther jrrengt» jor nought, as to effect good to the unconcerned ; 
yet their Peace is with the Lord, and their reward cometh 
trom tim z Praiſes, pure Honour and Glory be given to his 
Holy Name and great Power for evermore , faith my Soul, 
who will not have. any to fhut a Door in his Houſe for 
nought. 

Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, Conſider her ways, 
and be wiſe, thou Sleepy Lazy one: For though Prov. 6. v. 
the hath no Guides,Overſeer nor Ruler,that thou 6, 7,8, 9, 
Profeſleſt to have, that profelleſt the Truth, and 10, 1 1. 
yet out of the Poſſeſſion ;, yet ſhe, the poor At, 
provideth her Meat in the Summcr, and gathereth her food in the 
Harveſt. How long wilt thou ſleep, O Sluggard! When wilt thou 
riſe from thy Slecp' thinkgſt thu? What, yet more ſleep, and yer 
wore ſlumber ! and yet moye folding of thy hands together ? Sg 
ſhall thy Poverty come upon thee, as ane that Travelleth, and thy 
Want as an armed Man. 

Wherefore there isa Cry in the ſecret of my Soul unto all 
you Profeſſors of Truth, that are not yet come into the Poſſ7/- 
ſion thereof, to. come away : ariſe, and ſtand up upon your 
Feet, both Man and Woman, and ſhake your ſelves from the 
Duſt of the Earth : For Dult is a ſtifling and choaking thing ; 
why are you ſo willing to Travel with ſucha burthen upon 
your heart and mind,as the Earth is?by reaſon of which the juſt 
Pure Seed of God is oppreſſed in you, which cauſeth you to 
Groan in your Travel: wherefore- the time of Acting, and 
when you ſhould wait upon Worſhip, and ſerve God, it's 
weariſom and tedious unto you. Oh! Come away, come 
away all you that make Profeſſion of the Truth , and yet feel 
not of the ſweetneſs and Comfort that it affords to the Souls 
of thoſe that are in the Poſeſſion, and live the Life thereof : 
Come away, eſcape for your lives to Zoar,the City of ſafety, 
and look not back into Sodom: again : Remember 
Let's Wife : And once at laſt, quit your ſelves Zk. 17.32 
like 448 ang Women for God, and not. only like, 
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but really ſo: And freely and willingly part with, forſake 
and caſt off all thoſe: many things that have been ſo glued to 
your minds, or your minds to them 3 that have been as fo 
mapy Lovers hugged in your Boſoms, all which is but as an 
Harlot you are joyned unto: So your ſerving and Profeſſion 
has beenand is in the Fleſh, where you cannot pleaſe God. 
Caſt off all theſe letting, cumbring things, that you have too 
long ſo much loved, by which the enemy of your Souls hath 
lulled you aſleep, that have hindred you from embracing of 
* the Love ofGod in your Hearts, inand through Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son; that room there, and openneſs there (inſtead of ſtrait- 
neſs and cloſeneſs) may be—For the Appearance of God's 
Son in his Glorious Riſing and living Appearance,by his pure 
Light, teaching Grace and H6ly Spirit; that will not only 


ſhine to let you ſee, but Teach you what you ſhall deny your - 


ſelves in and of, but what manner of Lives you mult live : 

And not only ſo, but as you believe and wait upon God, there- 

in Power you ſhall receive, whereby you may be enabled to 

anſwer and perform the ſame ; that inſtead ofa bare Profeſſi- 

0n, you may come to know the Poſſeſſion of Life and Power, 

true Peace, Sweetnefs and comfort in your Hearts and Souls, 
and. inſtead of weariſomneſs and irkſomneſs in the time of 

Meeting among Gods people, you may come to have a true 

Delight in the Joy of God's Salvation , in waiting upon 
( though in Silence) and worſhipping and ſerving of God in 

Spirit and Truth, as all the Faithful have, that are in the 

Fofſefeon of that they make /rofefſion of ; and that inſtead of 

Deadneis, Dulneſs, Sleepineſs and Unconcernednes in Mee- 

tings, and Converſation too, you may come through Faith- 
fulneſs and true Obedience, in a ſelf-denial and bearing the 

daily Croſs to feel a change wroughrin your hearts through 
the power that is of God,in and through the execution of the 

Tighteous Judgement,and ſo come to be quickened and enlive- 
ned by the quickening Spirit of the ſecond Adam,the Lord from 
Heaven ;, and ſo come to have aliving concern to attend your 
Hearts and Minds both in Meeting and Converſation ; as all 
that live the life of Truth they make Profeſſion of, are attend- 
ed with ; which makes them to ſay, becauſe of the Sweetneſs 
.and comfort their Souls are-in a Poſſeſſion of, that is as a 
| | ſtream 
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ffream from a Fountain, or a living ſpring from a Well: even- 
the Fountain and Well of Life; Oh, Truth is precious unto 
me ! i would fell or part with any thing that I have, that is 
to be parted with, that | might purchaſe-myre of the fulneſs 
of :t ; Bur | would not ſell itfor all the World, nor no En- 
joyment that is in it, neither a Wife nor an Husbend,;nor any 
Poſſeſſion or Enjoyment here below, though never ſo great, 
fair or promiling- For ſuch ſay in their Hearts, that com- 
mends them to wod, Ay beloved ( to wit, the Truth ) is mine: 
and I an bs, the faireit and chiefeſt unto me of Ten thouſand ; 
And ſach it is in their heavenly and Spiritual Exerciſe, that 
ſit where the Spoyſe of old did, which is under his Shadow, 
and that with great delight; and his Fruit is ſweet unto their. 
Taſte. 

And theſe are they, that above all things -Trath is precious 
unto, that feel, pertake, poſſeſs and enjoy of the ſweetneſs 
and preciouſneſs thereof in their Hearts and Souls, as I even 
at this moment of time, with all the truly faithful and Obe- 
dicent do; to the Praiſe and glory of the moſt high God be 
it ſpoken. Wherefore my Heart and Soul is broken and mel- 
ted into true Tenderneſs before him, which-makes me to 
fay again inanſwer to that weighty concern, that ſeized upon 
my Spirit as I was waiting upon the Eord in my own dwel-- 
ling: Houſe ( when flich weakneſs of Body attended me,that I 
was notable to go to a Meeting) to write on this wife, for the: 
good of all | am thus concerned for, in this my Epiſtle; Oh, 
the great Difference between a Convinced Eſtate , and a Con- 
verted Eſtate! between the Profeſſion of the Truth , and the 
Pyfſcſſiow thereof; and that chiefly , becauſe of the ſweetneſs 
and comfort it affordeth unto the Souls of the Faithful. *$0 
that L was truly willing, in Obedience to the blefled requi- 
rings of the Lord my God, on this-wiſe to diſcharge my.co-- 
ſcience, and caſe my Spirit in anſwer unto the movings and: 
motion of his pure, Holy, Living Spirit, that ( bleſſed be his 
Holy Name for evermore ) he hath made me, witha large 
Remnant, livingly ſenſible of', defiring and heartily, 
wiſhing, that my endeavours hereby may be truly Effe- 
Qual for the good of all that may be concerned in this my 
Teſtimony. | 

RT. D.2. Ant 


"And now Friends, nnto you that are Parents, .and that have 
Children, 1 have ſomething to ſay both- to you, and your 
Children. 

- And in the firſt place, the concern that is upon my mind, 
and hath often and long remained, Is to give you to-under- 
ſtand a little of my own Experience. and concern in Yrdering 
and [raining up of my own Children, that if happily it may 
tend to ſtir up thoſe,or ſuch as may be ſhort in their Daty to= 
wards their Child: en. 

- When it pleaſed the. Lord to give me Children, as Mer- 
cies from his hand (among(t many more Ihave received from 
him) as my Children grew up, a concern many times, 
very weighty, (the Lords knows) ſeized upon-my mind,both 
upon my Bed, and many other times, what way I might be- 
take my ſelf to Train up my Children , as did become the 
Truth, and that might become a Bleſſing to them , and a 
Comfort to us their Parexts. And accordingly | faw it my 
way, as much asin me lay, that as they grew up in years, 
to mind and take diligent notice of their Natural Ixclination, 
or what it was they molt naturally Inclined unto: and when 
I faw any one of them to /ncline to any thing in Word: or Ati- 

0x7, that under a.ſerious Conlideration was not like to prove, 

if it was ſuffered to grow or1acreaſe , either to be good for 
their Soul or Body (for that which is not good for the Sowl, it 
cannot be good for the Boay) it greatly became my concern to 
reſtrain them fr om that when it was but little and ſmall, and 
when they we: e young; ſo that it was both eaſie for me to do, 
and them to get over. And when I found any thing of fixbb.rn- 
#e/Fget up in them, contrary to the Counſel and Advice l had 
given them, I did not let fooliſh pity prevent due Admonition and 
CorreCtion , though I deacly and tenderly did and do love 
them all. * 

But ſome ſpoiltheir Chi/dren,in letting them have their wills 
ſo much), that they become diſobedient ind rebellious, and 
ſo give away their Power ſo much to the Wl of the Child, 
and leſfen their Authority : That as ſometimes I have heard 
to the grief of my Soul, Parenes ſay to their Ch:ldren,Do ſuch a 
thing; they have replied, ( / will nor) and whether ought the 
Chil, that doth not yet underſtand what's good either for 
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"its Sat or Body, to have its bin ? Or ought not the Pareves 
rather to Conſtrain them todo what they know is good for 
them, though they be /t;# and ftxbborn! That ſo, what way 
or courſe in after-time their Children may take when they are 
from under their power , the #arents may be clear of their 
Children in the day of their Account. | 

I ſay, my great concern was many times, how I might 
Train up my Children, as- did become the Truth, chiefly in 
what might be good for their S-#/s ; relying npon Gods Pro- 
vidence for other thin»s,as he did ſee good. And as they came 
up intheir tender Years one after another,in the Fear of God, 
I laboured what in me-hay, not only by Advice and Counſel 
and timely Endeavours, to reſtrain the wild and fubborn na- 
ture, and keep them out of and from every thing, that had 
an evil tendency in it; hut alſo what in me lay, to beget Love 
in themto Truth and Friends, 'and one to another. 

And ſo , as they grew up in years, did encourage them 
to go t6 Arerings « Andl { may ſay without offence, 
my Emdeavoxrs (with the Bleſſing of God ) hath wrought a 
good Efett inmy Children totins day, I blefs the Lord for it; 
and I never durſt put themforward to Play, as fomedo; and 
when they had a Capacity, Edncated them im reading the Ho- 
ly Scripteres and Friends Books : And atways had and have 
a care to keepthem ont of the vain Faſhjons of the"'Wortd ; 
neither cou 1 ever ſuffer them to po'to ſee or behold any 
Sport, Game, or Paſtime, or Play, that tends to nothing but 
ſtirring up of the vain, light mind, and letting looſe the 
wild Nature, and corrupting of Youth. And it was my great 
Care and concern, to be a good Example before themand un- 

to them, actording to'the Connfel Thad often given rhem. 
. And henceir' is, where this Care in Carriage and Behavi- 
our in Parents before their Children is a wanting,though ſuch 
Parents raay profeſs the [rwh, it tends to drive their Children 
fartherfromit,and hardens their Hearts,and fo they grow wild 
and wamos, proud and bigh minded; and as they get up, run 
to Sports (and Plays,and to Drinking and Tipplng) amongſt the 
wild Rabble;as1 have feen, 'to the grief of my Soul, in Towns 
and other places ; and going to Cock fights and Bull-bajring?, 
and to ftand amongt wild rude People, fpying a _ 
af 


be og 
— 


- 
- 


h (-18*) 
and Mounte-hark; afting Folly and Madneſs upon a Stage or - 
Rope; againſt which God's Anger at ſometimes by eminent 
Judgeinents hath been maujteſted. 
As for Example and: Proof : ata certain time, 
Example. whena Perſon had acted his Fo/ly upon a Kepe , 4 
Wall ſuddenly. fell. upon many people {ume ſtruck Dead 
and ſpoke no more, others their Backs and Legs broken, 4d others 
ſorely burt and Maimed, and Braiſed, that titir blood came 0ut at 
their n.ouths. Theretore let the remembrance of- this dread 
all people, ſo as not to laye or delight to behold Vanity, or 
ſuch like folly and Madneſs. 

The Godly care of Parents in time,. to train up their 
Children jn the fear of the Lord, and as becomes the TI ruth, 
ought to be di:igently exerciſed; for where that's wanting, 
theſe diſorders too often appear in their Children, that they 
grow up in wild-eſs and wanronneſe, and in their behaviour and 
Apparel to follow the bad. ways, courſes andAntick Faſbions 
| the World., But who durſt do ſuck things in the begin=- 
ning? and Truth is the ſame; though tao many give to their 
Children, and take to themſelves that Liberty that they durſt 
not, nor would truth.ever allow of ; though I know many. 
neither can, nor do allow, nor give ſuch Liberty, neither to 
themſelves, nor their Children ; -And blefſed and happy are 
they that. ſo diſcharge their Duty far that end, they may: 
be clear.in;the diſcharge thereof, in the day and time. of 
their Account , which they cannot be, that. do to the con= . 
trary. 

Therefore Parents and Guardians of Children, diſcharge- 
your ſelves in your. Duty to your Children, or thoſe with: 
whom you are concerned ;. and. do.not. think. to excuſe your: 
ſelves with ſaying, There is great difference. of Children's Na- 
tre: It'strue there is z but your indulging of them, and . 
W inking and Conniving at their running out into Vanity and 
Wildneſs, makes: their Natures worſe, and your Children 
more untruth-like ; and you. are greatly in the blame. 

How comes it to paſs that ſo many Children of thoſe that- 

ofeſs the Truth, are ſcarce come ſo far as to uſe the plain- 

anguage ? What think you, that if you be Rich, and have 
great Portions for them , will this make them bleſſed and 
| PPY 


happy * And muſt they not-therefore have their wills croſt? 
Contider, that they are Rich that'God owns and loves, and 
poor and miſerable that he rejeQs ; and they are Rich that 
are Rich in- Faith and good Works towards him, 
- notwithſtanding poor in- this world. And the Pro- P/alm. 62. 
pher ſaid, 1f riches increaſe, ſet not thy Heart upon 10. 
. "hem; for they will make themſelves Wings and fly Prov, 13. 
AWAY. 

A Friends, take Counſel and be Adviſed 'in 
Bowels of true Love by-your -Friend , that wiſheth both you 
and your Chi/dren-Happineſs both here and hereafter. And 
Train-up-your Children in the Fear of the Lord in all things, 
as becomes the 77th you make Profeſſion of : and withal, be 
fure you be a good Example before them, and unto-them. 

And now Children be ſubje& unto your Parents 
in that which is good , and none be-Stubborn Eph.6. x, 
and Rebellious : for in the end, if. you do; Jit will - 2, 3. 
prove. your -own hurt and 'loſs. And if any of . Col. 3.26. 
your Parents ſhew forth any evil example before . 
you, take not Liberty thereby to do any thing that is evil 
or to ſpeak evil of Truth,nor to negle& Meetings ; nor none 
'to fatishe your ſelves with going to Meetings barely, becauſe 
your Parents go, if you can but have Liberty to your Wills, 
and do and have what pleaſeth you: This is not good for 
your Souls Health, though you want nothing for your Bodies 
neither will it make for your-Peace with the Lord,when you 
muſt be ſeparated from all Worldly enjoyment. 

So Dear Children, take my Counſel and give ear to my 
Friendly and tender advice in true love unto you: letit be 
the concern of your minds chiefly in going to Meetings, with 
diligence to wait inthe fear of the Lord, to feel the Work 
of his Power in your Hearts to change your Nature, arid ſub- 
jet your W ills todo the will of God, to the weaning of your 
minds from delighting in Sport or Pleaſure, or any Game or 
Paſt ime, or fine Apparel, or in earthly Subſtance ;, that ſo there- 
by, to wit, by the work of the Heavenly Power of God your 
Hearts may be wrought into true tenderneſs and brokenneſs, 
and Minds and Spirits into Lowlineſs and Humility before 
him ; So will you feel Love to increaſe and abound in your 


will manifeſt a1 ehit which 1: evilinevery Appearance! of it 
unto you; and teach youto-dothatwhich is:good in Word and 
Aﬀtiorr, | ay, this is the way for you to come our of Childiſh» 
vieſs and Childyh things, arndall manner of Diſabedience both 
towards: God and your _—_— and to be weaned fromallthe. . 
Vanities and Pleaſures, Cuſtoms, and — of the World; fo . 
that you will haveno'delight' in keep atly 
bat- ſuch as fear the- Lord 5-which-will: grea 
Hiypinefs 4nd Profperity - -botl/in this- Lifeand that whichis 
0 come, 'as that which teacheth yowhis Fear, is you kept . 
bs, Fhar ſo-God alone-may be Honouredand glorified by you, 
al may'be a comfort to your-Parents; and'the greateſt 
«6 all in chrre an hep wilt-beyour own; Unto whichthe Lord -. 


| Keep you-ithis-fear- ini all faithfulteſs, accord- 
FEST that know "more or leſs, that you have receiver. 


From. him, pooh vil that is in. the World, i the hear- 
tyPrayer,” tn Sofa whllonitding'of gow Friend heck, far | 
7 " 4nd your Parents, as for my ſelf and my own Children, in | 
Uiſtharge of ny Duryin the Love of God. The: Lord bring” 
4t home to your Underſtanding Amen. - | 
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